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What is phonics?
Decoding in phonics is 
the ability to sound out 
unfamiliar written words 
by translating letters 
(graphemes) into their 
corresponding sounds 
(phonemes) and blending 
them together to read. 



Phonics Screening Check
• All children in the UK Year 1 take the check
• Wb 8th June 2026
• It tests them on all of the sounds
• 20 real words/20 monster words
• If they do not pass, they will resit in Year 2
• Pass mark

Set 2 and 3 Sounds (CLICK TO HEAR SOUNDS) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/676e908e517edf5c74c83728/Phonics_screening_check_information_for_parents.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/24b2f61fa02e44c2bbbe11d42469d81a?sid=58e47d1e-4acd-4fe4-9f58-43589f9447e9






Administration
• Children will complete the test when working 1:1 with a familiar adult

• We mark it and wait for the pass mark to be announced on 22nd June 
(32-34/40)

• We can adapt the check for children, based on our normal classroom practice

• Children can annotate the special friends

• No time limit

• Absence



How Can You Help at Home?

• Play lots of sound games with your child
• Read as much as possible to and with your child
• Encourage children to find the ‘special friends’ in a word 

before attempting to sound it out
• Take some sample real/monster word cards to read at 

home



What if my child struggles?

• The test will be completed with a known adult that they 
work with on a regular basis

• It will be conducted in a calm, quiet space 
• The children will see it as just another ‘special job’ 
• If your child has any other access arrangements, these will 

be conducted as normal 
• If your child does not pass the test in Y1, they can have 

another try in Y2  
• Phonics continues into Y2 and maybe beyond  



Bits to take home 

 



The Power of Reading
• Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one of 

the most powerful ways of improving academic 
standards

• There is real joy in getting lost in a book that you can 
read yourself, independently

• All great writers are avid readers – it fires the 
imagination, builds vocabulary, supports spelling and 
develops a love of learning



Any Questions?


