
SATs 2026
Parents Information Meeting



SATs

• Every LA maintained primary school, and some 

academies, in England will complete the national 

SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) at the end of 

primary school.

• SATs week will be Monday 11th May to Thursday 

14th May 2025.

• These are compulsory national assessments so 

children must attend. 

• Holiday will not be authorised for this week. 



Why are KS2 SATs important?

• They are statutory government tests used to assess 

your child’s attainment and progress. The next set of 
statutory tests will be GCSEs.

• SATs results will be used to inform secondary schools 

of your child’s attainment and may be used in 

setting (although we will also pass on our teacher 
assessment).

• Aiming for ARE (age-related expectation) will 

ensure your child is fully prepared for the secondary 
school curriculum.



Timetable

Monday 11th May Tuesday 12th May Wednesday 13th May Thursday 14th May

SPAG

Short Answers

45 minutes

(50 questions)

Reading Test

1 hour

(50 questions; 

three texts)

Maths Test 1

Arithmetic

30 mins

(40 questions)

Maths Test 3 

Reasoning

40 mins

(25 questions)

SPAG

Spelling

20 minutes

(20 words)

Maths Test 2

Reasoning

40 mins

(25 questions)

Children will be invited to school early on these days for a SATs breakfast, 
to help ease any last-minute nerves.



Results

• SATs tests are marked externally.

• Results are sent to parents in July. 

• Results will be reported as a scaled 

score. 



Scaled Scores

100 = ARE

>110 GDS

<100 WTS

A scaled score isn’t the number of marks they actually achieve.



Mathematics

in
Year 6



Tests
• 1 x arithmetic paper (30 minutes)

• 2 x reasoning papers (40 minutes)

No calculator allowed at all.



Arithmetic Test
• 30 minutes

• Approximately 36 questions

• Total 40 marks

• This accounts for 36% of the total maths mark

• Tests formal calculation methods

• Tests mental agility and speed

• Tests times tables knowledge



Arithmetic Test



Arithmetic Test



Arithmetic Test



Preparing for Arithmetic Test

• Daily practice of four operations

• Times tables

• Work with fractions too

• Speed

• Quick methods

• These skills can all be practised on Century 

and times tables can be practised on TTRS. 

We recommend regular practice on both.



Reasoning Tests
• 2 x tests

• 40 minutes each

• Approximately 25 questions in each

• 35 marks per paper

• Each paper makes up 32% of the total score

• REASONING ACCOUNTS FOR 64% of SCORE

• Word problems

• Areas of the curriculum requiring reasoning

• Many areas combined



Reasoning Tests



Reasoning Tests



Reasoning Tests



Reasoning Tests



Reasoning Tests



Reasoning Tests



Preparing for the Maths Tests

• Century pathway

• Practise times tables up to 12 X 12 (this is a year 4 

requirement)

• Practice questions

• Practical questions about measurements

• Ensure children can tell the time and practise time 

skills regularly, for example timetables and 24hr clock



ENGLISH



English

What does the test involve?

● 2 x SPAG test (Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar)

● Reading comprehension test



SPAG



SPAG
•2 Tests

•45 minute test
– 50 questions of punctuation and grammar

• 20 questions on spelling

• Total of 70 marks



SPAG - Spelling

• common letter strings

• spelling patterns (tion, sion)

• prefixes and suffixes

• verb endings (-ed, -ing)

• Root words

• homophones



Weekly spellings
We will focus on spelling rules at school (-

ible or -able etc.)

Please encourage your child to 

complete their spelling homework, 

including the dictation sentences.



SPAG - Punctuation

Punctuation used correctly in writing

• Capital letters

• Full stops

• Question marks
• Exclamation marks

• Commas in lists

• Commas to mark phrases or clauses

• Inverted commas

• Apostrophes (possession and omission)

• Brackets

• Ellipses

• Colons



SPAG - Grammar
Grammatical terms/word classes

Nouns

Verbs

Adjectives

Connectives

Pronouns

Adverbs
Prepositions

Articles

Features of sentences

Statements

Questions 

Commands

Complex sentences

Clauses
Phrases

Subordinating Connectives

Standard English

Tense agreement

Subject – verb agreement

Double negatives

Use of I and Me

Formal / Informal

Contractions

Vocabulary

Word meaning

Vocabulary in context

Concision and precision in 

vocabulary

Synonyms

Antonyms

Word groups / families

Prefixes

Suffixes

Singular and plural



SPAG - Grammar



SPAG - Grammar



SPAG - Grammar



SPAG - Grammar



Preparing for SPAG

• Century covers all areas of SPAG needed

• Practise spellings from Y5/6 Word Lists

• Check SPAG definitions 

• Practice paper – look up any terms you’re 

not sure of 



Reading



The Reading Test

• There will be three texts of varying genres 

with a mixture of questions related to each.

• Pupils are given reading question book and 

reading texts at the same time

Children should tackle the texts in order, one 

at a time.



Speed of Reading
There is a lot to read.

Children need to be able to read quickly and accurately and 

use all of their strategies for decoding and understanding words 

to be successful.  



Booklet
Variety of Texts varying in difficulty and genre



WPM



Questions

Short Answers



Questions

Multiple Choice 



Questions

Longer Answers 



Writing

• Teacher Assessed

• Bank of evidence throughout the year
• Published Work

• Class Work

• Work in other subjects

• Moderated with other schools and the local 
authority 

• Result agreed and justified with examples 



ARE?

• Is your child ‘ARE’?

• Working towards / ARE / GDS

• Criteria system



Year 6 writing should:

• make sense and be engaging to read

• be neat and joined.

• have spellings mostly correct with evidence of year 5/6 patterns and 
words secured

• include ambitious vocabulary including adjectives, verbs, adverbs 
and figurative language

• include the full range of punctuation taught in year 6 ( ) , : ; - “”

• include a wide range of sentence structures including openers, 

embedded clauses and confident use of conjunctions (as, during, 
although, despite)

• … and more!

We will support children to achieve these things through regular 
feedback and completing their ‘pathway’ after independent writing.

.





Handwriting

• Limiting factor

• Mostly joined and legible with speed



How to help your child achieve their best in SATs

• Praise and encourage your child to try their best.

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance and 

punctuality.

• Support with homework, spelling and reading tasks.

• Consider using revision guides to check concepts and for 

practice.

• Ensure your child knows their times tables, can tell the time and is 

comfortable with units of measurements.

• Encourage your child to regularly visit Century, TTRS and Reading 

Plus, e.g. for 10 minutes before using tablets or games consoles.





SATs breakfast

- Sausage or bacon roll

- Drink

- Dietary requirements met



Previous Feedback

I thought the children were prepared 

exceptionally well, they were all very keen to do 

them and the children I spoke to thoroughly 

enjoyed the experience especially the SATs 

breakfast and were very disappointed to not be 

getting it this week. Well done Team Hordle.



Previous Feedback

CHILD was really well prepared by Hordle Primary School 

both in terms of covering what would be coming up in the 

tests and emotionally. At no time was he anxious, he took 

all aspects of SATS seriously and in his stride thanks to your 

approach. You struck the right balance. It was helpful to 

have hard copy practice test papers over the Easter 

holidays to work through. The wonderful PATCH leavers 

hoodie surprise was such a timely gift, shining a bright light 

at the end of the week. Thank you to all staff for your 

encouragement, commitment and kindness.



Previous Feedback

I thought Hordle School did a fantastic job in 

helping CHILD with his SATs, before and during. 

The SATs breakfast I thought was a lovely way of 

keeping up the spirits and actually CHILD 

enjoyed SATs week more than any other week! 

The adults have  been terrific too and they 

really helped put CHILD at ease. Overall I would 

say that it couldn't have gone any better. A 

thoroughly positive experience. Thank you.



Previous Feedback

The thought, care and preparation 

and attention to the child (rather 

than the tests) was amazing. My 

child was equipped emotionally 

and mentally for SATs thanks to the 

school.



Previous Feedback

Team Hordle do a great job. I feel CHILD was 

well prepared for her SATs. She loved the 

breakfast in the morning with all the teachers 

which helped with nerves. She also 

mentioned how she was able to have extra 

revision in the afternoon if she wanted to help 

preparing for the following day. Thank you so 

much for all you have done I am very proud 

to say my children went to Hordle.



Good Luck

From

Team UJ


